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COUMADIN 

AND 

PLAVIX 

Dr. Karl R. Koerner 

71 y.o. man. On Coumadin 

   because of atrial fibrilation. 

MI nine years ago. 

Has a pacemaker. 

Current INR 2.3 (bleeding takes 

   2.3X as long to stop) checked 

   1/mo.) 

LL paresthesia from previous 

   mandibular block 

 

#18 

PIRIN PIRIN 

Most of the studies to go ahead with oral surgery are  

based on no more than 3 simple extractions.  No studies 

involved more than 5 teeth. 
(JADA  140(2):167, 2009. (Feb.) 
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rt-PA (recombinant tissue Plasminogen  

Activator) ð Protocol when stroke within 

the last three hours. 

FROM THE ARTICLEé 

òCheck the blood pressure. Consult with the 
physician to discuss any treatment with Coumadin 
or platelet-altering meds (such as Plavix and/or 
aspirin). 

 

ò Inform the physician that: 1) only minor oral 
surgery will be done (only a few simple 
extractions), 2) local measures will be used, and 3) 
you donõt feel it is necessary to alter the  
anticoagulation regimen. 

OTHER NOTES FROM THE COMPENDIUM 

ARTICLE: 

òCertain antibiotics can decrease Vit. K absorption 

and increase the INR (i.e., preop Amoxicillin and 

Augmentin).  

ò Avoid NSAIDs 

òUse acetaminophen with caution (pts. on 

Coumadin who took 4/day for at least one week 

had an  increased INR to 6 in some individuals).  

ò      (Hylek EM, Heiman H, Skates, S, et al. Acetaminophen and other risk factors for excessive 

warfarin anticoagulation. JAMA 1998;279(9):657.) 

 

Prothrombin time (PT) is a blood test 
that measures how long it takes 

blood to clot. (Normal: 11-15 sec.) 

Normal 

òNormal values may vary from lab to lab. 

òSo, a method of standardizing prothrombin time 
results, called the international normalized ratio 
(INR) system, has been developed.  (Only for 
Vitamin K antagonists.)  

 

International normalized ratio (INR): Normal is 
1.0ð1.4 
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Patient on Warfarin (INR 2.3) 

Age 71 
No buccal bone removal if possible. 

Luxator 

Piezo 

Thin bur 

Do the surgery, buté 

use local measures. 

 

Donõt stop the Coumadin. 

 

Donõt do more than 5 simple 

    extractions. 

Patient on Warfarin (INR 2.3) 

This extraction equals how 

 many ñsimpleò extractions? 

òDAILY HERALD/OBITUARIES.  

òLula C. Smith 
ò Lula B. Smith passed away peacefully, with her children by her side 

on Sunday morning, June 27, 2005 in the Mountain View Hospital. 

She had suffered a stroke on Friday.  

 
Age: 79 

14 extractions 

Stopped Coumadin 4 days before  

Massive stroke 

Dental work Thursday, stroke Friday 

    died Sunday. 

1.  1.  1.  
2.  2.  2.  2.  

3.  3.  
4.  4.  4.  4. 

SAFEST TREATMENT: 

1. DONõT TAKE THE PATIENT OFF BLOOD 

THINNERS.  

2. Donõt extract more than 3 simple 

extractions at one appointment. 

 

 3) USE THINGS TO STOP BLEEDING (LOCAL MEASURES). 

  
 

 4) Donõt do the case if they are beyond the 

therapeutic range (INR over 3). Refer or talk to physician. 

  

Or laseré 
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2.5 million people on Coumadin (2008). 

 

CHOICES WITH 

COUMADIN:  

  
 

1. Donõt Stop Coumadin ð local 
measures. 

-- talk to physician, know INR 

 

2. Stop Coumadin ð normal 
clotting. (But patient may be 
at risk.) 

 -- talk to physician, know INR 

 

 Age 76 

CHOICES WITH COUMADIN:  

   

1. Donõt Stop Coumadin ð local measures. 
-- talk to physician, know INR 

 
2. Stop Coumadin ð normal clotting. (But patient may be 

at risk.) 
 -- talk to physician, know INR 

 

3. Stop Coumadin, but start bridging therapy with short-
duration heparin. 

 -- Stop heparin for a narrow window of normal  

        clotting: then start anticoagulants again. 

 -- coordinate with physician 

 
 

Patient on Coumadin (INR 2.5). Physician wants anticoagulent  

on-board but concerned about her bleedingé 
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Patient on Coumadin (INR 2.5). Physician wants anticoagulent  

on-board but concerned about her bleedingé 

BRIDGING THERAPY (10 LOVENOX DOSES) 

ò Saturday: Stop Coumadin (INR was 2.5) 

ò Sunday:  

ò Monday night: Take Lovenox 

ò Tuesday: Lovenox morning and night 

ò Wednesday: Lovenox in morning only (24 hrs before procedure) 

 

ò Thursday morning: Procedure.  

            Take Coumadin and Lovenox that night if no oozing. 

 

ò Friday: Coumadin. Lovenox morning (24 hrs after) and night 

ò Saturday: Coumadin. Lovenox morning and night. 

ò Sunday: Coumadin. Lovenox morning and night. 

ò Monday: Just Coumadin. 

LOVENOX (ENOXAPARIN) 

òA form of heparin (fractionated, LMWH)  

 

òDoes not require monitoring of blood levels. 

 

ò Injected IM.  Can be done by the patient. 

 

ò12 hour duration of òblood thinningó. 

INR: 2.8 
Hemostatic Gauze or Gelfoam  

plus sutures. 

Generic: Hemostatic Gauze 

Brands: HemoStyp, ActCel (Patterson,  

 Sullivan-Schein), BloodStop. 

Sterilize container with glutaraldehyde 

overnight, rinse with sterile saline, then 

place dry hemostatic gauze in it. 
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Caution: 

Bleeding will increase 

when vasoconstrictor 

wears off. 

 

Two 2X2s.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 

ANECDOTAL PLAVIX SITUATIONSé 

ò 1. Iowa dentist with mentally compromised patient. 
é Two premolar extractions 

é Tried to call him that night ð no answer  

é Found dead from exsanguination the next day by family 

 

ò 2. Illinois dentist ð did one extraction on a patient. 
éWent to emergency room that night 

é Physician criticized the dentist for not giving proper tx 

 

    3. Louisiana dentist ð hygienist did scaling and 

    root planing on a patient. 
éWent to emergency room that night and had blood 

transfusions 

 

ANECDOTAL PLAVIX SITUATIONSé 

ò 4. New York dentist ð uncovered implant. 

éExcessive bleeding that night, didnõt see him. 

é Saw the next morning. Patient had large liver clots in mouth. 

é Physician said next time: OK to stop Plavix or aspirin but not 

both. 

Vitamin E, Feverfew (for migranes)é 

Bone bleeding: nutrient canal. 

About 270-540 cc of bloodé (given fluid replacement). 
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BONE BLEEDING 
   (CONT.) 

Bony artery (nutrient 

canal) 

ò Crush adjacent bone into 
the bleeding orifice with a 
hemostat or periosteal 
elevator 

 

 

 

 

 

ò Apply bone wax into the 
bony bleeding source 

Atlas of  Minor 

Oral Surgery.. 

Dym & Ogle. 

Saunders, 2001. 

Bone 

Wax 

  

 

  

60 y.o patient in poor health. 

Six maxillary teeth to be removed ð involving some bone  

       removal. 

 

Forgot the Plavix! 
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8   1X1 inch pieces  

of hemostatic gauze 

placed in the 6 sockets. 

 

Sutures. 

Coumadin patient. 

EXCISIONAL 

BIOPSY 

 
SILVER 

NITRATE STICK 

Had uncontrolable 

bleeding from 

excisional biopsyé 

    3 MINUTES POSTOP. 
 

MAXILLARY. 

INR: 2.5 
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Cautery unit from Medidenta: 

 

$79.95 (May be $69.95 at a meeting.) 

 

Tips disposable or can be  

    disinfected and re-used.   

   ($5.00 each) 

MANDIBULAR 
Total: 15 

pieces of 

1X1 inch 

    hemostatic       

gauze used. 

Caution: 

Cover sockets  

near the sinus. 

 

Iodoform Gauze 

 

For a tamponade  

(non-resorbable plug) 

to be removed later. 

¸ Gelfoam 

¸ hemostatic gauze 

¸ Surgicel 

¸ Colla-tape or Colla-Plug  

¸ electrocautery 

¸ tea bag (wrapped in gauze) 

¸ HemCon 

¸ bone wax 

¸ burnish bone if blood is 
spurting 

¸ avoid traumatic surgery if 
possible (releasing incisions, 
bone removalé 

 

¸ Amicar 

¸ Tranexamic acid rinse  

    (more potent and less 
expensive than Amicar)  

¸ Bovine thrombin 

¸ fibrin glues 

¸ vitamin K injections  

¸ Avitene 

 

More for the  

oral surgeon.  

More for the  

general dentist.  

Jolleyõs Pharmacy 

1676 E 1300 S  

Salt Lake City, UT 84105  

(801) 582-1999  

$20/bottle  

(1 day) 

Grove Pharmacy 

3050 South National 

Springfield, MO  65804 

(417) 881-8822  

Tranexamic Acid: 

- A  man-made form of the amino 

    acid, lysine 

- Prevents the breakdown of  

     blood clots 

- Works for Coumadin, Plavix, 

     and aspirin 

- Also used with hemophiliacs 

- Can be given IV or used as a rinse 

- Rinse 4 times/day for 2-5 days 
 



1/12/2011 

10 

    

 


